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General Overview & Parameters:

The Northwest R-1 School District is offering the following guidance with regard to returning to school
for the 2021 school year. While we will try our best to come back to school as normal as possible on
August 24, we also have to follow the direction of the Jefferson County Health Department. This
building plan was developed to support the district-level re-entry plan while providing specific details
around Northwest Early Childhood Center re-entry.

As a district, we will make every effort to provide a safe and healthy environment for our students and
staff, however, there are inherent risks with participation in group activities during this
time. Therefore, the District cannot guarantee that your child will not be exposed to the virus or those
who may have been affected; but, as we always do, we will continue to prioritize the safety of your
child. We need to prepare our schools to reduce the chance that anyone will acquire this infection
during the school day and be armed with a protocol to respond to a case of infection in a school.

Face coverings are optional for vaccinated individuals. Social distancing of at least six feet is still
encouraged. We understand that there may be medical considerations or other circumstances that
may exempt some from this requirement. We also recognize this could be more challenging for our
elementary students, and we will work to accommodate younger students and individuals on a
case-by-case basis.

COVID-19 is still here. It is still a threat, but it is a threat that we can learn to adapt our behaviors to
live alongside, rather than in fear. We have come a long way since our first case in March of 2020.
Our community is stronger, wiser and safer because of what we have learned.
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Arrival Procedures
● Bus drop off

○ Buses will be unloaded in the back of the building as soon as they arrive.  Students will
be taken directly to their classroom as they exit the bus.

● Private Transportation
○ Drop-Off: Parents will continue to use the drive through drop off procedures that have

been established in years past.  All families will need to wait in the drop off line using
the designated route from prior years..

● If a child is arriving at school outside the established drop off times, parents/guardians will
need to walk with the child to the main office and sign the child into school.

● Administer health screening questions if a vendor/visitor is allowed into the school building.
● Keep accurate records of anyone who has been inside a building in case an outbreak occurs

to assist with contact tracing efforts.

Breakfast Procedures
● ECC does not serve breakfast.

Hallway Procedures
● Our hallways have space to accommodate two ways of traffic flow while maintaining social

distance.
● Classes will be encouraged to wait until the hallway is clear to leave their rooms.
● Water bottle filling stations have been installed. Water fountains will not be used.  Students

can bring a water bottle for filling.  Classes will not congregate at the filling station.

Restroom Procedures
● Restrooms – students will be expected to maintain social distancing in the restrooms as much

as possible.
● Teachers will limit the number of students in the restroom at one time.
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● Teachers will remind students to stand at a distance and educate students about the
importance of effective handwashing.

● There will be a scheduled time for students to use the restroom with the exception of
emergencies or medical reasons

● Restrooms will be thoroughly cleaned midway through each session (AM/PM) as well as each
evening.

Classroom Procedures
● It is encouraged to keep classroom doors open to reduce the number of contacts with the door

knob.
● Seating charts established for students.
● Students/Staff sanitize hands when entering the classroom.
● Students should social distance at least 3 feet apart, or to the extent possible.
● Special programs and celebrations inviting parents into the classroom will be evaluated

throughout the year.
● The teacher and/or students will disinfect tables/high touch surfaces at the end of each class

session.
● Teachers have the flexibility to move classes outside to maximize distance between students.
● As much as possible, student tables will be spaced and positioned for social distancing to the

extent possible.
● Barriers/Shields will be available for small group instruction.
● Any manipulatives or other items that come in direct contact with students will be placed in a

bin and sanitized between sessions and at the conclusion of the day.
● Decorations/furniture will be at a minimum in order to utilize all areas of the classroom.  The

rooms will be sprayed between sessions and nightly with a misting disinfectant.

Playground Procedures
● Students will be using multiple locations for recess including the playground, multipurpose

room, gym and outdoor fields.
● Only one classroom will be allowed on the playground and indoor areas at a time as possible.
● Multiple classes can use the field as long as they are spaced out and do not have elopement

risks.
● Each classroom will have their own set of recess items to use, which will be sanitized between

sessions.
● Shared playground items will be sanitized between uses.
● Students will sanitize hands when entering/exiting recess spaces.

Food
● Students should only bring individually wrapped store bought items for class treats.
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Lunch Procedures
● Students who pack their lunch will keep their lunch in their backpack or cubby until lunch time.
● School lunch will be available for full day tuition students as in the past.
● Students will eat in the multipurpose room or outside at tables.
● Seating charts will be established for lunch with students socially distanced.

Rest Time
● Blankets and pillows will all be provided by the district. No blankets, pillows, stuffed animals, etc. can

be brought from home.
● Bedding will be stored in individual bins (with lids) by student
● Bedding will be washed at least weekly.
● Cots will be sanitized daily.

Dismissal
● Buses:

○ One class at a time will load the buses.
○ The next class in line will be distanced from the class in front of them.

● Private Transportation:
○ Classrooms will be assigned an exit door to meet their parents/guardians for pick up.
○ Parents waiting for children will need to maintain social distancing..
○ If a child is being signed out early, the parent/guardian will need to sign them out at the

office.

Class Parties/Field Trips
● Class parties/events will be evaluated as they approach to ensure we are following the most

up to date guidelines for any given time.
● ECC does not take Field Trips
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Birthday Treats
● Birthday Treats may be sent to school with the child as long as they are store

bought/prepackaged.
● If treats are too bulky/heavy for the child to carry, a staff member will assist.

Lion Care
● Lion Care is still offered through the district.
● Information can be found on our District Website under Students & Parents > Before and After

Care.

Special Areas

Art
● ECC does not have a separate art class.

Computers
● ECC does not have computer classes.
● Chrome books are available for classes to use and will be sanitized after each use.

Library
● We are working on a plan to reinstate the ECC Library. If possible, we will return to students checking

out books each week.

Music
● ECC does not have a separate Music class.

PE

● ECC does not have a separate PE class.

Virtual Learning

● ECC does not have a Virtual Learning Platform.
○ Virtual Learning Platforms follow an established curriculum with an online teacher and require

several hours of instruction time per day.
● We will only offer in-person learning while schools are open.
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● Should schools need to close, we will revert back to the Alternate Method of Instruction (AMI) Plan we
used in the Spring.  Some of the components include:

○ Classroom teachers will post assignments for students using SeeSaw.
○ Parents will submit pictures of students completing assignments/finished work samples using

SeeSaw for teachers to provide feedback and monitor attendance.
○ Google Meets will be used weekly to ‘see’ and talk with students and families.
○ Etc.
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